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Definition of writing

Writing is the ability to communicate by making marks to express thoughts and ideas.  

In the early stages of a child’s development this will be through patterns, pictures, symbols, shapes and will eventually develop into formal, recognisable letter shapes.

There are many links between talking, spelling, reading and writing and these are not always easy to separate.  At this stage, when given the opportunity, many children’s natural enthusiasm will make them want to write. Different influences, such as Mum writing a shopping list, sending a birthday card or responding to a favourite story may promote the writing process.

The role of school

The classroom is full of writing opportunities for your child to take part in every day.  At any time you might see children enjoying:

· Writing in role play, e.g. making a shopping list

· Practising letter shapes in the sand

· Following patterns

· Writing about a story, e.g. a letter from Goldilocks to say sorry.

· Making a birthday card

Children are encouraged to initiate writing activities.

The role of parents 
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You can offer even more opportunities to develop your child’s writing skills within their everyday experiences.  YOU are their first teacher – let them see you reading and writing.  It doesn’t matter if you don’t see yourself as an expert; you are a very important role model.  Writing is fun. Enjoy doing it together.  (Examples of activities you can do are included in this booklet.)

The development of writing skills 
There are many different skills that need to be developed to make your child a confident and competent writer.  These include content, grammar, punctuation, spelling and handwriting. At home we would like you to focus on the physical process of writing; even simple marks and scribbles are your child’s early attempts at writing. The following ideas will help you to do this.  

Materials and tools

Writing should not be limited to only using a pencil on plain white paper– there are many more opportunities that are readily available:

· Paint- with fingers, different sized brushes or printing materials
· Water – with paintbrushes and rollers (an outside activity!)
· On steamed up windows (at bath time, or in the car)
· Chunky, medium or fine:
                 Chalk

                 Crayons

                 Coloured Pencils

                 Felt tips and marker pens

                 Glitter glue

                 ANYTHING THAT MAKES A MARK
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Envelopes
· Postcards
· Greetings cards
· Forms
· Message pads
· Old diaries and calendars
· Chalk boards / white boards
· In sand
· In playdough (recipe included)
· Different papers:
                    Lined

                    Squared

                    Coloured

                    Gummed

                    Small / big

                    Thin / thick card

                    Wall paper / textured paper

Pencil grip 

Help them to hold the pencil correctly. Your child will already have decided which hand they prefer to write with. The pencil should be held between the thumb and forefinger about three centimetres from the point. The middle finger provides extra support. Triangular shaped pencils encourage the correct grip and can be bought from the Early Learning Centre or any good stationers.
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The position of the paper is also important. For right-handed writers the paper should be tilted slightly to the left and held by the left hand and vice versa for left handed children.
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Handwriting – the first stages

Your child will be taught how to write correct letter shapes at school. Before this they will start with patterns and mark–making. This helps your child to control a pencil and to develop hand eye co-ordination. Patterns that will help letter formation:
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Patterns and shapes
Don’t expect them to be able to copy your patterns exactly, they may just scribble at first. Encourage them to follow the pattern from left to right. At home you could:

· Play joining up games e.g. draw a dog on the left of the paper and a bone on the right – ask them to draw a line to join them

· Let them make a pattern for you to copy

· Dot-to-dots 

· Tracing pictures

· Completing patterns or simple pictures e.g. draw the wheels on a car

· Make a patterned border around a picture

· Take your pencil for a walk e.g. through a maze

· Colouring pictures
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Letter formation - this stage is critical!
Once they have completed lots of pattern activities the children are ready to move on to letter formation. 

When your child is practising letters at home they will need reminding about where to start each letter, in which direction to move their pencil and talking through the action. For example, a - is all the way round, down and flick (make sure it is in the right direction)
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Writing opportunities at home

· Writing their name beginning with a capital letter e.g. in a greetings card
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Writing a shopping list before they go shopping, using pictures and words

· Making a scrap book 

· Sending postcards from holiday

· Writing messages to each other

· Playing schools, offices, shops, doctors, vets, cafes etc.

· Writing letters to friends or family

· Making own labels for things around the house

· Making place cards and menus for visitors or toys coming to tea

· Keeping a diary
Responding to your child’s writing
When your child writes at home or brings a piece of work from school remember to:

· Talk about what the ‘writing’ says and ‘read’ it together

· Ask what they would like to do with it now

· Display it on the wall or fridge

· Reply to their writing by writing back

· Use the shopping list in the supermarket

· Show their writing to friends and family

· Give them lots of praise

Stages of writing development

Through regular writing and with your help, your child will develop a wide range of writing skills. As your child’s writing develops from simple mark making to recognisable letters and words they will pass through some of the following stages:
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Helping does not have to cost much money. Your time and encouragement is much more important. 

Let’s Write





Helping your child to become a good writer.








