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Hartwell C. E. Primary School
Welcome to Class R

Your child's first experience is very important. Here at Hartwell we
recognise that settling into school is a big step for your child and we
endeavour to make it a happy transition.

Our aim is to make school a happy, stimulating and rewarding environment
for your child to discover, learn and play in a wide range of experiences.

It is very important that home and school work together in developing an
effective partnership. This booklet is designed to be the first step
towards building a successful relationship. It contains information about
some of the learning opportunities and experiences that the children will
have. There is also a list of the key things we would like the children to
be able to do when they start school and some practical advice on how to
help your child achieve these things.

We look forward to working with you to support your child in school.




The Reception Year at Hartwell School

Between the ages of 3-6 your child learns faster and develops more
rapidly than at any other time during his/her life.. We believe this
learning should be a pleasurable and rewarding experience, in which
he/she explores, investigates, creates, practices, rehearses, repeats,
revises and consolidates his/her developing knowledge, skills,
understanding and attitudes.

The skills and ideas acquired during your child's year in Class R provide
them with a firm foundation for their future development.

Class R is an exciting place where children learn through:
Structured play

Talking to others

Investigating and discovering

Making choices

Thinking and reflecting

Working in groups and independently
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All of these opportunities are designed
to develop confident, kind, well-
behaved children, who make the most
of their school experience and enjoy
high levels of success.

The Foundation Stage curriculum

During the reception year your child will be working within the Foundation
Stage curriculum towards the Early Learning Goals. This curriculum is
followed nationally by all reception classes.

Your child will be involved in
a wide range of activities
every day, developing
his/her skills in many
different areas. The six
areas of the Foundation
Stage curriculum are:
» Personal, Social and
Emotional development
» Communication, Language
and Literacy
» Mathematical

Development
> Knowledge and Understanding of the world
> Physical Development
> Creative Development

Sometimes your child will be involved in a task that focuses on developing

a skill in one specific area, such as practising handwriting, but at other
times he/she will be involved in tasks that encompass a wide range of

skills, such as building with large - -
bricks or playing with puppets. The IR e’ e
class teacher or learning support
assistant will support your child
through every step of their learning
development. He/she will be
encouraged to practice his/her skills




to a high standard and to celebrate achievements.

Special Snack Day

As part of our Personal and Social development, Class R have a day each

week where they enjoy having a snack together. This is usually on a

Tuesday. On a Monday all the children participate in cooking or preparing

the snacks for the next day. These will be both sweet and savoury.

Snack time provides the children with an opportunity to:-

> Share in a social situation with a large
number of children

> Learn about healthy eating

> Understand the importance of hygiene in
relation to food

> Use tools safely and appropriately o make
and divide snacks

> Show their best table manners

> Talk about taste, flavours and textures of different foods

> Discuss where different foods come
from

In order that our costs are met we ask
for a contribution of £6 per term from
parents.




Assessment

During your child's first few weeks in school he/she will be assessed in a
range of basic skills. This is to enable your child's class teacher to find
out your child's level of knowledge and understanding. This information is
then used to inform planning, so that tasks are matched to your child's
ability in order for them to build on strengths and support any areas in
need of development.

During the year regular observations and assessments are carried out,
and all of this information is recorded on the Foundation Stage Profile.
At the end of the Reception Year this information is collated into a final
Foundation Stage Assessment.




Helping your child in school

e Listen and talk about school with your child. Every day in school is an
extremely busy one and your child will be full of new ideas and
experiences they want to share with you. This is really important.

e Please read with your child as often as you can. Ideally this should be
at least 3 times a week.

e Please maintain regular contact with your child's class teacher in the
home/school reading record book. This is used as a diary of your
child's reading progress. Please write a brief note in it each time you
read with your child, noting something they did really well, or
something they found a challenge.

e Keep us informed of any changes e.g personal (change of telephone
numbers), medical and social that may have an effect on your child in
school.

e Please help your child with any tasks they bring home with them.

e If you do have anything you want to discuss please do not hesitate to
telephone the school office, or pop in after school to make an
appointment to see your child's class teacher.

Each child is different and this is reflected in the level of maturity,

attainment and development reached. It is important fo remember that

by the end of the reception year every child will have developed a wide

range of m‘reres‘rs and skills. By working fogether we can ensure a happy,
e &8 confident child who has a positive

| attitude to learning and who enjoys

, school life.

Preparing your child for school

There are some key skills we
would like your child to have



developed before coming into school. These are very simple things, used
in everyday life and will help make coming to school a smooth process.

> Getting dressed

Putting on / taking off clothes in the correct order
Zips / buttons / shoe fastening

Turning a jumper the right way in

Coats / gloves / hats
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» Going to the toilet by themselves

> Being independent at home

Tidying away own possessions

Concentrating on an activity for a short period of time
Writing own name (in lower case letters)

Completing a task (ask your child to work on a short task and
encourage them to keep going until they have finished it)
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Your child will be very excited about starting school, but also may feel a

little apprehensive about what will happen each day. It will help them if

you:

1. Speak to them enthusiastically about school

2. Help your child make a friend - so they have a familiar face to look out

for at school. (Because the children do not all start on the same day a

friend from home may not be there on day one, so they will need

another friend to look for)

Read stories about going to school.

4. Encourage reading, writing and number activities as part of your daily
play

5. 'Play’ schools at home - role play is a very effective way of helping your
child to understand what will happen.
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