
LET’S WRITE
A gu ide to how we teach  writing in  Reception



Lea rn i n g t o  wri t e  i s  o n e o f  

t h e mo st  i mp o rt a n t  t h i n gs  

t h a t  a  ch i l d  wi l l  l ea rn .  

C h i l d ren  u se t h ei r  wr i t i n g i n  

a l mo st  a l l  o t h er  su b ject s  o f  

t h e cu rr i cu l u m. G o o d  wri t i n g 

a l so  gi ves  ch i l d ren  a  vo i ce  t o  

sh a re t h ei r  i d ea s  wi t h  t h e 

wo rl d .

Fo r  a  ch i l d ,  l ea rn i n g t o  wri t e  

ca n  b e a  t r i cky b u s i n ess ,  n o t  

l ea st  b eca u se go o d  wri t i n g 

i n vo l ves  h a n d wri t i n g,  

sp el l i n g,  gra mma r a n d  

p u n ct u a t i on  n o t  t o  men t i o n  

wh a t  we wa n t  t o  wr i t e  a n d  

wh o  we a re wri t i n g fo r.



Early learning Goals:

• Write recognisable 

letters, most of 

which are correctly 

formed.

• Spell words by 

identifying sounds 

in them and 

representing the 

sounds with a letter 

or letters.

• Write simple 

phrases and 

sentences that can 

be read by others.



Development matters:

• Form lower-case and 

capita l let ters 

correct ly.

• Spell words by 

ident ifying the sounds 

and then writ ing the 

sound with letter/s.

• Write short  sentences 

with words with 

known letter-sound 

correspondences using 

a capita l let ter and 

ful l stop.

• Re-read what they 

have writ ten to check 

that it  makes sense.



Teaching writ ing is  complex,  

and teaching it  effect ively is  

challenging.  To teach writ ing 

well,  we have to consider 

every aspect  of the writ ing 

experience and crucially,  

model how to write.

We do this in 3  ‘chunks’ :

Morning work-handwrit ing 

focus

Phonics session-sounds of 

letters and the structure of 

a sentence

English work-writ ing through 

explorat ion of texts and 

stories.  



Handwriting

Our morning work allows the children to consolidate the 

letter formation that they have learned in their phonics 

session.

Each letter has a rhyme that the children know and 

follow.

We use lined paper; this allows the children to position 

their letters on the line and helps them to form the 

letters to the correct size. 



Phonics:

Introducing new sound: 

the new sound is 

introduced to the children 

which they orally rehearse. 

We then model the writing 

of the letter to the 

children, reinforcing the 

rhyme as we write it i.e. 

“curl round the 
caterpillar”. 



Phonics:

Fred spell: 

Fred Fingers are used for 

spelling. Children hold up the 

hand that they do not write 

with. They sound out the 

word they are spelling and 

put up the correct number of 

fingers for the word.

They then write the word.



Phonics:

Hold a sentence: 
is a process that teaches the 

children to remember a whole 
sentence in their head before they 

write it down with the correct 

punctuation and spelling. The 
sentences we ask the children to 

write inc lude words that they have 
already been taught how to spell. We 

show the child a picture and orally 

rehearse the sentence i.e., ‘a hen in 
a red hat.’ 

We count how many words are in the 

sentence, we practice the spelling of 

each word using Fred Fingers and 
remind the children of the use of 

f inger spaces, capital letters and full 
stops.

The teacher models the sentence, 
hides it and then the children write 

the sentence independently. 



English 

sessions: 

‘Teach 
through a 

text’.

Thematic link:These inferences are about ‘getting the gist’ of a text.

Discovery point: creating a ‘hook to get the children excited about a text.

Embed comprehension: explicitly imbed through prediction and inference. 

Embed grammar: explicit grammar skills for writing taught in context. 

Spelling and vocabulary: explicit spelling skills are taught and new and exciting 

vocabulary developed.

Literary language: explicitly taught and style or format applied in writing. 

Purpose & audience: writing letters to a variety of people, posters, information 

booklets etc.  



Bringing the 
rain to Kapiti 
Plain



Look Up!



I am 
Henry 
Finch



Halibut 
Jackson



So much!
There were about four 
lessons in the run up to 
writing this final piece-
focusing on :
Drama
Literary language
Grammar
& Verbs 



How you 

can help 

your child 

at home……

Letter formation practice & Homework sheets:

Other writing opportunities:
• Letters and thank you cards
• Shopping lists
• Recipes
• Diaries
• Book making
• Story telling
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