
Reading Area Continuous Provision – Long-Term Plan  

Class R Hartwell primary school           

Overview: The reading area is a vital part of continuous provision in Reception, providing children with daily opportunities to develop a love 
of reading, explore books independently and build the foundations for lifelong literacy. The reading area promotes communication, language, 

imagination, comprehension and early reading skills through meaningful and enjoyable experiences with a wide range of texts.

Intent Implemantation Impact Resources

The reading area is designed to: 
• Foster a lifelong love of books, stories 

and reading. 
• Develop children's vocabulary, 

communication and language skills. 
• Promote positive reading behaviours 

and book-handling skills. 
• Support children in making meaning 

from texts and illustrations. 
• Encourage imagination, curiosity and 

storytelling. 
• Provide opportunities for children to 

revisit and consolidate phonics 
learning. 

• Develop confidence and independence 
when accessing books. 

The reading area is available daily as 
part of continuous provision and is 
carefully planned to reflect children's 
interests, curriculum themes and 
seasonal learning. 
Organisation 
• A welcoming, comfortable and 

inviting reading space. 
• Books displayed front-facing where 

possible to encourage engagement. 
• Comfortable seating, cushions and 

soft furnishings. 
• Regular rotation of texts linked to 

children's interests and curriculum 
themes. 

Adult Role 
• Model enjoyment and enthusiasm for 

reading. 
• Read stories regularly and discuss 

books with children. 
• Encourage children to make 

predictions and retell stories. 
• Support children in applying phonics 

knowledge when appropriate. 
• Engage in sustained shared thinking 

around books and texts.

Children who regularly access the 
reading area will: 

• Develop a genuine enjoyment of 
books and reading. 

• Demonstrate increasing confidence 
when selecting and discussing books. 

• Use a growing range of vocabulary. 

• Understand that print carries 
meaning. 

• Retell stories and discuss characters 
and events. 

• Apply developing phonics knowledge 
when reading. 

• Be well prepared for Year 1 reading 
expectations. 

Impact is evidenced through 
observations, learning journals, 
photographs and practitioner reflection.

Core Resources (Available All Year) 

• Fiction books 
• Non-fiction books 
• Poetry books 
• Traditional tales 
• Story sacks 
• Puppets 
• Cushions and soft seating 
• Book baskets 
• Reading buddies (soft toys) 

Enhancements (Rotated/Seasonal) 
• Books linked to current topics 
• Author focus texts 
• Picture books without words 
• Environmental print 
• Comics and magazines 
• Listening station with 

audiobooks 
• Character masks and props 
• Story maps 
• Storytelling baskets



Vocabulary Adult interactions Common play behaviours

Reading Vocabulary 
book, author, illustrator, title, page, 
cover, blurb, character, story 

Comprehension Vocabulary 
predict, remember, retell, explain, 
describe, compare, sequence 

Phonics Vocabulary 
sound, phoneme, grapheme, digraph, 
blend, segment, word, sentence 

Language for Discussion 
think, wonder, notice, favourite, because, 
why 

Adult Interactions (Examples) 

"What do you think this story might be about?" 

"Can you tell me what is happening in this picture?" 

"Why do you think the character did that?" 

"What do you think will happen next?" 

"Can you find a word that you know?" 

"How does this story remind you of something you know?" 

Exploratory play: Looking through books 
independently. 
Exploring illustrations and photographs. 
Turning pages and investigating texts. 
Imaginative play: Acting out stories. 
Using puppets to retell events. 
Creating new endings or storylines. 
Collaborative play: Sharing books with 
friends. Reading together. Discussing 
characters and events. 
Schemas: 
• Positioning (organising books). 
• Enclosing (creating reading dens). 
• Transporting (moving books around 

provision). 
• Connecting (linking stories to 

experiences). 
Sustained shared thinking: Discussing 
stories. 
Predicting events. 
Exploring meanings and vocabulary 
together.

Characteristics of Effective 
Learning

Playing and Exploring 

• Children independently access 
books and texts. 

• They show curiosity and interest 
in stories and information. 

• They choose books that interest 
them. 

Active Learning 

• Children remain engaged with 
stories. 

• They revisit favourite books. 

• They take pride in sharing stories 
and reading experiences.

Creating and Thinking Critically 

• Children make predictions. 

• They connect stories to their own 
experiences. 

• They create narratives and solve 
problems within stories. 

• They evaluate characters' choices 
and outcomes. 

Links to EYFS Areas of Learning

Autumn Term – Exploration and 
Sensory Play

Spring Term – Investigation and 
Collaboration

Summer Term – Independence and 
Innovation



Communication and Language 
Develops listening, attention and 
understanding. 
Encourages conversation and discussion. 
Expands vocabulary and expressive language. 
Personal, Social and Emotional Development 
Builds confidence and independence. 
Encourages empathy through stories. 
Supports emotional literacy and 
understanding of feelings. 
Physical Development 
Develops fine motor skills through page 
turning and book handling. 
Encourages comfortable and sustained sitting 
for reading. 
Literacy 
Develops comprehension, vocabulary and 
story knowledge. 
Supports phonics application and early 
reading skills. 
Promotes understanding that print carries 
meaning. 
Mathematics 
Supports sequencing and ordering. 
Encourages use of mathematical language 
through stories and non-fiction texts. 
Develops understanding of pattern and 
comparison. 
Understanding the World 
Introduces children to different people, places 
and cultures. 
Develops knowledge through non-fiction texts. 
Encourages curiosity and enquiry. 
Expressive Arts and Design 
Inspires storytelling, imagination and role 
play. 
Encourages children to respond creatively to 
texts. 
Supports retelling through drama and small 
world play. 

Focus: Enjoyment, book handling and 
listening. 
Explore books independently. 
Learn how to care for books. 
Join in with repeated phrases. 
Develop listening and attention during 
story times. 
Begin discussing pictures and characters. 

Focus: Comprehension, vocabulary and 
retelling. 
Retell familiar stories. 
Discuss characters and settings. 
Make simple predictions. 
Use vocabulary from stories in play. 
Begin using phonics knowledge within 
reading 

Focus: Confidence, comprehension and 
application. 
Independently select books. 
Discuss favourite texts and authors. 
Retell stories in detail. 
Apply phonics knowledge when reading. 
Make links between books and 
experiences. 



  

Review and Development: 

 
Provision is reviewed regularly through observation and assessment. 

Books are refreshed to reflect children's interests and curriculum themes. 

Adult interactions are adapted to extend children's vocabulary, comprehension and love of reading. 

Children's voice helps shape future book selections and enhancements. 

This long-term plan ensures the reading area is a purposeful, language-rich and engaging element of continuous provision that develops 
confident, enthusiastic and capable readers throughout the Reception year. 
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