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Large Construction Area Continuous Provision — Long-Term

Class R Hartwell primary school

The large construction area is designed
to:
e Develop gross motor skills,

e Encourage creativity, imagination
and problem-solving.

e Support collaboration, negotiation
and communication.

* Introduce early mathematical
concepts such as shape, size,
measurement and balance.

e Build confidence, independence and
positive attitudes towards learning.

coordination and spatial awareness.

Overview: The large construction area provides children with opportunities to explore, build, and problem-solve using large-scale construction
resources. It supports physical development, spatial awareness, creativity, collaboration, and early mathematical understanding through

active, hands-on play.

The large construction area is available

daily as part of continuous provision and

is enhanced throughout the year to

reflect children’s interests, developmental

needs, and curriculum focus.

Organisation

e  Clearly defined, safe area with
sufficient space for movement.

® Large construction resources
accessible at child height.

e Resources stored safely and clearly
labelled.

* Rotated and enhanced materials to
reflect themes and challenges.

Adult Role

e Observe children’s building and
collaboration skills.

e Model construction techniques and
problem-solving strategies.

¢ Introduce new vocabulary related to
structure, balance, and stability.

e Ask open-ended questions to extend
thinking and planning.

e Encourage negotiation, turn-taking,
and team planning.

Children who regularly access the large
construction area will:

e Demonstrate confidence in building
and experimenting with large
structures.

e Develop gross and fine motor
coordination and spatial awareness.

e Apply mathematical concepts such
as measurement, balance and
symmetry.

e  Show collaboration, communication
and problem-solving skills.

e Engage in sustained, purposeful play
that supports learning across the
curriculum.

e Impact is evidenced through
observations, photographs,
construction outcomes and
practitioner

Core Resources (Available All Year)

Large foam or wooden blocks
Planks, crates, beams
Connectors, pegs, ropes
Measuring tools (tape measures,
rulers)

Enhancements (Rotated/Seasonal)

. Theme-based challenge cards
(bridge, tower, obstacle course)

. Loose parts (cones, tyres, tubes)

. Natural materials (logs, stones,
planks)

. Maps or photographs of
buildings and structures for
inspiration

. Story prompts to integrate
narrative into construction




Core Vocabulary
build, stack, balance, join, support,

strong, tall, wide

Mathematical Vocabulary
shape, size, length, height, measure,
compare, symmetry, weight

Language for Collaboration and Problem

Solving
plan, idea, decide, negotiate, share, help

Language for PSED
try, practise, proud, improve, teamwork

Adult Interactions (Examples)

“How can you make it stronger?”
“What could you do to make this taller?”
“Who will help you with that part?”
“What happens if you put it there instead?”

“Tell me about your design and how you made it.”

Constructive play: building towers,
ramps, bridges and enclosures.

Collaborative play: working together on

large structures.

Problem-solving play: testing stability

and redesigning as needed.

Imaginative play: integrating storylines

into building projects.

Schemas:

* Enclosing (creating boundaries and
spaces)

e Connecting (joining parts together)

e Transporting (moving large blocks)

* Positioning (aligning and balancing)

e Sustained shared thinking: planning,
evaluating and modifying structures
collaboratively.

Playing and Exploring

Children investigate resources and
ideas freely.

They show curiosity and explore
different ways of building.

Active Learning

o Children persevere with
challenges.

o They take pride in achievements
and enjoy problem-solving.

Creating and Thinking Critically
o Children plan and test their ideas.

o They adapt and refine designs to
overcome challenges.




L
Children engage in back-and-forth conversations,
sharing ideas and planning collaboratively.
Children develop and use ambitious vocabulary
related to construction
Children explain their ideas, predict outcomes, and
evaluate their constructions.
Physical Development
Children develop gross motor skills by lifting,
carrying, pushing, pulling, stacking, and transporting
large construction materials.
Children improve balance, coordination, and spatial
awareness while navigating large structures.
Personal, Social and Emotional Development
Children work cooperatively, sharing resources and
negotiating roles.
Children develop resilience and perseverance when
adapting or rebuilding structures.
Children build confidence by making decisions,
taking appropriate risks, and solving problems
independently.
Literacy
Children create plans, labels, signs, maps, and design
drawings to support their constructions.
Children use storytelling to develop imaginative play
around their structures.
Children understand that writing has a purpose
within meaningful contexts.
Mathematics
Children compare height, length, width, weight, and
size of structures.
Children use mathematical language such as taller,
shorter, longer, heavier, equal, and balance.
Children count resources and solve practical
mathematical problems during construction.
Understanding the World
Children investigate how buildings and structures are
designed and built.
Children explore different homes, landmarks, bridges,
and buildings from their local community and
around the world.
Children investigate how different materials behave
and why some are stronger or more suitable than
others.
Children develop early scientific thinking by testing,
adapting, and evaluating their constructions.
Expressive Ari Desi
Children use large construction materials creatively
to represent their ideas.
Children create imaginative environments such as
castles, vehicles, obstacle courses, houses, and dens.
Children adapt and refine their designs as their ideas
develop.

Focus: Familiarisation with resources and
basic structures.

Children explore large construction
materials safely.

Adults model stacking, balancing and
joining techniques.

Emphasis on confidence and enjoyment.

Focus: Teamwork, planning and problem-
solving.

Children work together to create larger,
more complex structures.

Increased use of measurement and
balance.

Adults support negotiation and sustained
thinking.

Focus: Independent construction,
innovation and reflection.

Children independently plan and execute
large-scale projects.

They refine techniques and evaluate
outcomes.

Strong links to spatial awareness, maths
and transition to Year 1.



Review and Development:

Provision is reviewed regularly through observation and assessment.
Resources and challenges are adapted to reflect children’s interests and developmental needs.

Adult interactions are refined to ensure appropriate challenge, collaboration, and progression.

This long-term plan ensures the large construction area is a purposeful, engaging and progressive part of continuous provision
throughout the Reception year.
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