Term Plan

Understading the World Area Continuous Provision — Long-

Class R Hartwell primary school

The Understanding the World area is

designed to:

e Encourage curiosity, exploration and
questioning.

e Develop children’s understanding of
the natural world, people,
communities and technology.

e Promote early scientific enquiry,
prediction and investigation.

e Support language development
through discussion and shared
exploration.

e Foster respect, care and appreciation
for the environment and different
cultures.

The Understanding the World area is

available daily as part of continuous

provision and is enhanced across the
year in response to children’s interests,
seasonal change and curriculum focus.

Organisation

e  Clearly defined investigation and
exploration area.

e Resources accessible at child height
and labelled with pictures and
words.

e A balance of permanent resources
and responsive enhancements.

e Opportunities for both child-led
exploration and adult-guided

investigation.

Adult Role

e  Observe children’s interests and lines
of enquiry.

* Model questioning, curiosity and
investigative language.

e Encourage prediction, observation
and discussion.

e Introduce and reinforce key
vocabulary naturally in context.

e Support sustained shared thinking
and collaborative investigation.

Overview: The Understanding the World area is a key part of continuous provision in Reception, providing children with opportunities to
explore, investigate and make sense of the world around them. Through first-hand experiences, children develop curiosity, observation skills,
scientific thinking and an awareness of people, places, technology and the natural world.

Children who regularly access the
Understanding the World area will:

e Demonstrate curiosity and
enthusiasm for exploration.

e Use increasingly rich language to
describe observations and ideas.

¢ Show understanding of the natural
world, people and technology.

e Develop early scientific enquiry and
problem-solving skills.

e Build confidence, independence and
resilience in learning.

e Impact is evidenced through
observations, learning journeys,
photographs and practitioner
reflection.

Core Resources (Available All Year)

. Magnifying glasses

. Natural objects (leaves, shells,
stones, pinecones)

. Maps and globes

. Non-fiction books

. Animals-local and from all
around the world

. Seasons and weather resources

Enhancements (Rotated/Seasonal)

. Planting and growing equipment

. Ice, magnets, mirrors

. Artefacts from different cultures

. Photos of local environments
and families

. STEM investigation resources

. Seasonal collections and themed

investigation trays




Scientific Vocabulary

observe, investigate, predict, experiment,
change, growth, habitat

Natural World Vocabulary

weather, seasons, plants, animals,
environment, living, non-living, habitat,
nocturnal

Language for Enquiry

why, how, what if, compare, notice,
discover

Adult Interactions (Examples)

“What do you notice about this?”
“Why do you think that happened?”
“What might happen next?”

“How are these the same or different?”

“What could we use to find out more?”

Exploratory play: examining, testing and
observing materials.

Investigative play: predicting outcomes
and conducting simple experiments.

Imaginative play: using small world
resources to represent experiences.

Collaborative play: discussing findings

and sharing ideas.

Schemas:

* Transporting (collecting objects)

e Connecting (linking ideas and
materials)
Transforming (observing changes)
Sustained shared thinking: asking
questions, solving problems and
reflecting together.

Playing and Exploring

Children investigate materials and
phenomena freely.

They show curiosity and
willingness to try new ideas.

Active Learning

o Children remain engaged and
motivated during investigations.

o They persist with challenges and
take pride in discoveries.

Creating and Thinking Critically

o Children predict, test and evaluate
ideas.

o They make connections and solve
problems independently and
collaboratively.




Communication and Language

Rich opportunities for discussion, questioning
and vocabulary development.

Sustained shared thinking supports speaking
and listening skills.

Personal, Social and Emotional Development
Encourages confidence, resilience and
cooperation.

Supports respect for others, living things and
the environment.

Physical Development

Fine motor development through handling
tools and objects.

Coordination developed through exploration
and investigation.

Literacy

Opportunities for mark making, labels,
captions and non-fiction exploration.
Development of vocabulary and
comprehension through discussion and texts.
Mathematics

Supports sorting, comparing, counting and
measuring.

Encourages pattern recognition and problem-
solving.

Understanding the World

Develops knowledge of people, communities,
technology and the natural world.
Encourages scientific enquiry and observation.
Expressive Arts and Design

Supports imaginative exploration and
representation.

Encourages creative thinking and responses to
experiences.

Focus:Familiarisation, observation and
questioning.

Children explore natural materials and
investigation tools.

Adults model curiosity and introduce key
vocabulary.

Emphasis on noticing similarities,
differences and change.

Focus: Enquiry, comparison and simple
scientific thinking.

Children begin to make predictions and
test ideas.

Increased use of investigation equipment
and discussion.

Adults encourage reasoning and
explanation.

Focus: Independent enquiry, reflection
and real-world connections.

Children independently investigate and
solve simple problems.

They apply understanding across
provision and discussions.

Strong links to confidence, critical
thinking and transition to Year 1.



Review and Development:

Provision is reviewed regularly through observation and assessment.
Enhancements reflect children’s interests and next steps.
Adult interactions are evaluated to ensure appropriate challenge and progression.

This long-term plan ensures the creative area is a purposeful, engaging and progressive part of continuous provision throughout the
Reception year.
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